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   Welcome back to all of our new and 

returning families. The first four weeks of 

school have gone well and we are so 

happy that we are able to have in-person 

instruction. There are many changes in the 

school this year including everyone 

wearing masks, distancing ourselves using 

dots on the floor, washing/disinfecting our 

hands more often, and free meals. Yes… 

every child can have a free breakfast and 

lunch every day!  The breakfasts have 

been in place for several years and the 

lunch is through the end of December due 

to the pandemic. If your child enjoys 

eating hot lunch, they can do so at no cost! 

The only charge that would be made to a 

student’s  account at this time is if they 

purchase milk to go with their cold 

lunch.  Your account would be charged 

$0.50 a carton.  
 

Students have been busy learning the 

expectations of the school. We call these 

our Cardinal Pride Behaviors, named after 

our school mascot.  All of our expectations 

fall under being safe, respectful, and 

responsible. Throughout the year, there 

will be celebrations for students meeting 

these expectations in the classroom and 

schoolwide.  
 

We appreciate all of your help with the 

adjustments in drop-off and pick-up this 

year and feel that this area, too, is going 

well. It is hard to believe that parent 

teacher conferences will be here next 

week. If you have chosen to attend an in-

person conference, please remember that 

masks are required and we ask that only 

parents/guardians attend with their child to 

From the Principal Sept. / Oct. Calendar 

7 NO SCHOOL 

21  Picture Day 

22  Boy Scout Sign-up 7 pm 

24  Virtual PTO meeting 6:30 pm 

25   Homecoming  

 

OCT. 

8 Parent / Teacher Conferences 

13 Parent  / Teacher Conferences 

15 & 16   NO SCHOOL 

 

Getting Involved 

 KNAPP PTO 
 

The Knapp PTO met on September 

24th. The elected officers for this year 

include:  Sara Holcomb (President), 

Colette Chastan (Vice President), 

Mandy Wolbert (Secretary) , and 

Whitney Surdick (Treasurer).  

At this time there are no planned 

fundraisers to take place. Future 

meetings will be virtual at 6:30pm on 

these dates:  Nov. 5, Jan. 14, Mar. 4, 

May 6.  

 

PTO President - Sara Holcomb 

Vice President - Colette Chastan 

Treasurer - Whitney Surdick 

Secretary - Mandy Wolbert 

reduce the amount of visitors in the 

building.  Conferences will be set up to 

accommodate 6 foot distancing. Classroom 

teachers look forward to building a 

partnership with you this year and will share 

the results of the back-to-school STAR 

assessments during conferences. 
 

Knapp Elementary School qualifies as a 

School-wide Title 1 building. This federally 

funded program under the Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act provides funds for 

our school with the goal of ensuring that all 

students have an equal opportunity to obtain 

a high quality education and meet the high 

academic achievement standards. Funding 

received from Title 1 allows Knapp to 

provide additional staffing, professional 

development for staff, and supplies/books to 

be used with our students. Title 1 also is 

focused on building a partnership between 

our families and school, allowing us to 

create opportunities for family engagement 

activities. In order to meet requirements and 

receive this additional funding, our building 

must have at least 35% of students eligible 

for the federal free and reduced lunch 

program. Currently, the USDA has extended 

free lunches through the end of December 

2020 to allow all of our students to receive a 

nutritious school lunch each day at no cost. 

Please continue to complete the free and 

reduced lunch forms as it helps our district 

in qualifying for additional programs to help 

our students. 
 

Thank you for all your support throughout 

this school year. It is going to be difficult at 

times, but we appreciate your patience and 

understanding with the many challenges of 

teaching and learning during a pandemic. 

 
-Mrs. Humphrey 



 

Please remember to call the school 

before 9:00 am if your child will not 

be attending school each day they 

are absent.  We are required to send 

children home if they are exhibiting 

any symptoms that meet criteria for 

COVID-19.  (see page 6) 
 

We understand that excluding your 

child from school is likely an 

inconvenience for your family. 

However, restrictions like this are 

necessary in order to keep schools 

open to in-person instruction. 
 

If your child is tested and receives a 

Negative diagnosis, they may be 

able to return  24 hours after he/she 

is fever-free without the use of fever 

reducing  medication with a doctor’s 

confirmation.  
 

Without a test, the child displaying 

symptoms and siblings will be  

excluded from school for 10 to 24 

days depending on the case. We will 

work with your family to provide 

needed schoolwork and/or access 

online assignments.  
 

Thank you for helping to keep 

everyone in our school safe.  If you 

have any questions, please call the 

district nurse at 715-440-0213. 
 

See page 6 of this newsletter for 

more information and answers to 

questions you may have regarding 

returning to school or dealing with 

COVID related symptoms / illness. 

See page 18 for information on the 

Kinsa FLUency program and to 

receive a free smart thermometer! 

Health Notes M y name is Nicole Seidler and I am so excited to be the new art 
teacher at Knapp!  A little bit about me, I was born and raised in 

Merrill, Wisconsin. I recently graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin-Stout where I received my degree in art education. While at 
Stout, I spent a lot of my time participating in the Arts Integration 
Menomonie program where I taught many different art classes to 
students and members of the community! Another fun fact about me is 
that I absolutely love music! I have been playing the clarinet for the past 
10 years and recently began learning the guitar. Participating in the UW- 
Stout Jazz Orchestra was always something I looked forward to every 

week! For the past couple summers, I 
worked at Luther Park Bible Camp which is 
located in Chetek, Wisconsin. I was a 
counselor my first summer there and then 
become the Arts and Crafts Coordinator the 
next summer. In my free time I love 
spending time with my friends and family, 
hammocking, kayaking, playing the guitar, 
and creating art! I am very happy to stay 
right here in Menomonie since I fell in love 
with the area from my time spent at UW-
Stout. 

M y name is Amanda Kellogg and I am the new 

library clerical for Downsville and Knapp 

Elementary schools. This is my third year working in 

the School District of Menomonie Area but I have 

worked with children since 2005. I live in Eau Claire 

with my husband and son.   

M y name is Mrs. Jochimsen, and I am the new 
4th grade teacher at Knapp!  This school year is 
especially exciting for me, because I am new to the 
Knapp Elementary School community.  My family 
moved to Menomonie after living in Kimberly, 
Wisconsin for the past 15 years.  My husband will 
be teaching and coaching at Menomonie High 
School and our daughters will be attending school in 
Menomonie.  We all look forward to meeting lots of 

new friends, colleagues and students.  This is my 17th year in education.  
Prior to this year, I taught at an Intermediate School (grades 5 & 6) for 15 
years.  Our family decided to move to Menomonie, to be closer to our 
extended families.  Our experience in the first month has been so 
welcoming - even with the pandemic and unique times happening.  I look 
forward to getting to know the Knapp families! 



Please- remember to go online to 

complete the district forms for this 

school year. These forms do not 

carry over year to year and must be 

completed at the start of the school 

year.  Look for the “Annual Update 

of Student Information” in Family 

Access. 

Especially needed is the Non-

prescription school-supplied 

medication form so we have 

permission to use our health office 

supplies that may be needed by our 

students. 

The MHS Homecoming is on Friday, October 2. This year we will not be 
walking in the Parade, but students are encouraged to wear RED in 
support of  our school and to show their “School Spirit” ! 

Homecoming  

The SKYLERT system will be 
activated when we have school 
closings or delayed starts due 
to emergencies or inclement 
weather, please listen to the 
whole message in case of  a late 
start. You can also view 
closings and delays on our 
district website and local TV 
stations.  

You may also receive 
SKYLERTs from the principal 
when there is important 
information to share with 
families. 

Weather Alerts /  
Dismissals 

Letters  were sent home to confirm the conference times  some parents requested  
(others assigned) for Oct. 8 & 13. 
Please return the bottom portion- signed , to your child’s teacher. There is no 
school on Oct. 15 or 16. 

Parent—Teacher Conferences 

M y name is Kim Fruit and I will be a full time 
substitute teacher at Knapp Elementary this 

year.  Teaching is my encore career.  I have a BBA in 
Business Management from UW-Eau Claire and a 
master’s in Management Technology from UW-Stout.  
My work history has been in various management 
positions in a variety of manufacturing industries.  I 
have worked with youth as Cub Master and Scout 
Master, soccer coach and teaching Taekwondo.  My 
wife of 39 years and I have two sons and three grandsons.  We enjoy 
traveling and spending time with our extended family.  

I  am Ms. Ableidinger or Ms. A and I am very excited to 
help all of you! I will be here to help supervise at recess 

and in the classroom. I am excited to help students learn 
and become the best versions of themselves. I love to learn 
and help others. I have four younger siblings, so I am used 
to working with younger kids and I love it! I love to draw 
and hangout at home. I hope we all have the best school 
year we can! 

DISTRICT FORMS  
ONLINE 

Fire Safety Week ~ Oct. 4-10 

Students practice fire drills each month at school, but would they know how to 

stay safe from a fire in their own home?  

This year’s Fire Prevention Week campaign, “Serve Up Fire Safety in the 

Kitchen!” works to educate everyone about the simple but important actions they 

can take to keep themselves, and those around them, safe in the kitchen.  

Halloween will be observed differently at school this year. We will not be having a 
parade or classroom parties. Students will enjoy fall activities planned by their 
teacher and a fun lunch with a dessert for all students is planned from the district 
for Friday, October 30. Costumes will not be worn and should be left at home 
and no treats will be served. While we try to keep our students safe and healthy, 
we appreciate your understanding and cooperation.  

Halloween 
































